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Michigan Senate holds Memorial Day Service 
 

LANSING—The Michigan Senate held the 12th Annual Memorial Day Service in the 
Senate chambers today, said state Sen. Valde Garcia, who presided over the event. The 
ceremony honored Michigan soldiers who have lost their lives in the service of their 
country. Families who have lost loved ones were in the gallery, and they stood and were 
recognized by the Senate. Lawmakers read aloud the names of soldiers from their 
districts who have died in the past 12 months. 
 
“We believe it is important to set aside one day every year to recognize one truth: We are 
first of all, Americans,” said Garcia, R-Howell. “Whatever is done here, it is important 
that we retain the memory of our loved ones.” 
 
Brigadier General Richard A. Stone, U.S. Army Reserve, gave the main address, and he 
spoke on service and citizenship. The special ceremony included the VFW Honor Guard 
Brighton Post 4357 and the Kalamazoo Pipe Band. In addition, Brittin Radcliffe, a music 
teacher at Latson Road Elementary School, opened the service by singing the national 
anthem, and Dale Sprosty, formerly of the First Army Headquarters Band New York, 
now retired, played taps.  
 
The annual Memorial Day Service began 12 years ago at the initiative of U.S. 
Congressman Mike Rogers, who was then a state senator. 
 
 

Photos of the service will be available after 6:00 p.m. at: 

www.senate.michigan.gov/gop/photowire/  
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